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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 8-9 and 16-20 are pending. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

The double patenting rejection has been dropped since the claims in the instant 
application are now drawn to a product, whereas the claims in the patent cited in the 
double patenting rejection are drawn to a method. 

Claim Rejections 

1 . Applicant argues that the claims as they are currently amended overcome the 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) rejection of record of Stubbs et al. Basically, Applicants were 
rejected over a French fry. Applicant argues that the amendment to the 
independent claim "wherein said cut potato piece can grow into a potato plant" 
overcomes this art. This argument has been considered but is not persuasive 
because before the potato is fried it has the ability to grow into a plant. 

2. The following new rejection also applies: 

3. Claims 8-9 and 16-20 are newly rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
McArdle over Redenbaugh et al, for the reasons stated below. 

4. Claims 8-9 and 16-20 are drawn to a composition comprising a cut potato piece 
and coating, said coating comprising a peptide and a polysaccharide complex 
wherein the peptide is zein and is 2-90% of the weight of the complex and 
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wherein the polysaccharide is 10-98% of the weight of the complex. The peptide 
may be 2-30% and the polysaccharide may be 70-98% of the weight of the 
complex. The polysaccharide may be a cellulosic derivative and may consist of 
carboxymethylcellulose, methyl cellulose, hydroxypropyl cellulose, hydroxypropyl 
methycellulose or microcrystalline cellulose. The polysaccharide may be a 
starch, starch derivative, pectin, or derived from exudates gum polysaccharide. 
5. McArdle teaches a peptide-polysaccharide complex (column 1, lines 19-20, and 
claim 1 , for example), wherein said peptide is zein (claim 4, for example) and 
wherein said peptide is present in an amount of 2-90% or alternatively, 2-30% by 
weight of the dry weight of the total peptide-polysaccharide complex (claim 1 ; 
column 7, lines 25-27; column 7, lines 35-37; column 7, lines 42-46, for example) 
and wherein the polysaccharide is present in an amount of 10-98%, or 
alternatively, 70-98% by weight of the dry weight of the peptide-polysaccharide 
complex (column 8, lines 6-16, for example). McArdle also teaches this peptide- 
polysaccharide complex being planted with potatoes (column 20, Example 15, 
lines 10-21). The polysaccharide may be a cellulosic derivative (column 6, line 
13, for example), such as microcrystalline cellulose (claim 19, for example) or 
pectin (column 6, line 16). The polysaccharide may also be derived from an 
exudates gum polysaccharide (column 6, line 16, for example). Although starch 
is not explicitly mentioned, it is a mucilaginous polysaccharide and is similar in 
effect to the examples of polysaccharides described in column 6, lines 1 1-29. 
Starch is also mentioned at column 13, line 47. 
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6. McArdle does hot teach a seed coating. However, McArdle does teach that this 
peptide-polysaccharide complex is used as a carrier of agronomically beneficial 
agents such as insecticides, nutrients, etc. (abstract) and encapsulation is 
discussed at column 3, line 37. 

7. Redenbaugh teaches a seed coating wherein the seeds may be from a variety of 
sources and species (column 9, lines 25-30). Redenbaugh teaches a starch 
(column 5, line 20). 

8. It would have been prima facie obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to use the peptide-polysaccharide complex as 
taught by McArdle, and to modify it by incorporating it into a crop seed coating as 
taught by Redenbaugh, given the advantages of coating seeds as taught by 
Redenbaugh (column 4, lines 19-24, for example). One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have recognized that coating seeds is much more efficient that simple 
broadcasting of agronomically beneficial agents. It brings the needed material 
close to the seed and allows conservation of resources through pin-point delivery 
(Redenbaugh, column 3, lines 3-26). 

9. The instant claims are drawn to a composition that basically reads on cut 
potatoes dusted with corn flour. 

10. No claim is allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anne Marie Grunberg whose telephone number is 571- 
272-0975. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Wang can be reached on 571 -272-081 1 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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